











Amanda: “Many people would like to do this work. But wanting it is not the same as being able to do it.” Marlene Vivas

Amador; “I was born in Nicaragua as an activist. Trans women are no 1 in the wrong body, we
society.” P Tammy van Nerum




Students

Know who you ask. Many sex workers
who are visible in the media get a lot of
questions from students for interviews,
surveys, and general information. Now
that is first of all very flattering, but it also
often takes a little more time than when
a seasoned journalist calls for a quote. So
read well. Try to research general ques-
tions or ask sex worker organizations
rather than individual sex workers. Also
find out whether your questions really fit
the sex worker you want to interview.

Know what you’re asking. A bachelor’s
thesis or a ‘short news item’ assignment
is of course very important, but it does
not yield much to a sex worker. If there
is no publication, there is no exposure for
‘the good cause’ or for sex workers them-
selves. For some sex workers, financial

compensation is the only way to free up
time for these kinds of interviews. If that
is not an option for you as a student, see
if you can contribute in another way. You
could volunteer your time. Maybe you
can help with the next sex worker rights
demonstration, or your study expertise
will come in handy in another way.

Keep in touch. Feedback what you did
with an interview or a survey. It is always
nice to read that a contribution has led to
a good grade. And a copy of a short video
or a text is now also shared that way. If
you are going to work in your field after
your studies, please let us know, because
the basis for a good working relationship
has, after all, already been laid.
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Sex workers and their friends, the models from the Sex Workers Who Changed History Fashion Show, celebrate Interna-
tional Sex Worker Day on June 2, 2025 at De Wallen, Amsterdam. Photo: Vera Rodriguez

56



(6N

~2

Conclivsion

With this project we hope to take a joint step towards a fairer and more nuanced ima-
ge of sex work in the media. By using this guide, more visual material and by main-
taining a dialogue with each other, we reduce stigma and prejudice about sex work.

It won'’t always be easy. While organizing the focus groups, we noticed that both jour-
nalists and sex workers sometimes interpreted ‘improving image’ as ‘rosy’ or ‘good’.
We strive for a complete picture of sex work. An image that does justice to the stories
of all sex workers, in all their diversity. We don’t have to like sex work to want to
contribute to less violence against sex workers. Media coverage plays an essential
role in this.

Thank you! By reading this guide, we have hopefully helped you a bit on your way to
creating more nuanced media about sex work. Also feel free to share this guide with
colleagues. And don’t forget to use the visual material that was created through this
project. For more information, images, useful links, and updates on this guide, visit
www.reimaginingsexwork.nl

We believe that every little bit helps. This is how we ensure a safer world for sex wor-
kers step by step and contribute to a well-informed society.

Thank you,

Reimagining Sex Work.



Domina Wendy is having fun with female sex slave. Photo: Sabine Joosten
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